
1. What is the Oswego Heritage Council?
The Oswego Heritage Council was founded in 1970 with the goal of 
protecting the city’s historic structures. In 1997 OHC acquired the historic 
Ladd Estate Company building at 398 Tenth Street that was previously 
inhabited by Dr. William Cane. OHC restored the building and it became 
its headquarters and allowed OHC’s activities expand to include exhibits 
and programs on Lake Oswego history. OHC’s mission it to assure the 
preservation of Lake Oswego history and culture. For more information 
visit our website at www.oswegoheritage.org.

2. What is the objective of the Historic Home Tour?
•	 Celebrate homes that are over 50 years old and that have unique 

architectural elements.
•	 Encourage the community to appreciate and preserve our historic 

structures
•	 Help raise funds for OHC to continue its mission of preserving Lake 

Oswego’s history and culture

3. Do I need to be home the day of the tour?
Some homeowners have chose to be present to answer questions however 
it is not necessary for homeowners to be there. It is up to the comfort level 
of each homeowner.

4. What are the rules that tour goers are asked to follow?
The following rules are handed out to each tour goer:
•	 Admittance	is	only	allowed	to	those	with	wristbands	and	booklets
•	 No smoking, eating or drinking in the homes.
•	 No photography or videotaping is allowed on the tour.
•	 No high-heeled shoes. All visitors must wear shoe covers over flat 

shoes or socks. Shoe covers will be provided.
•	 No pets are allowed.

•	 Children under the age of 7 are not permitted inside the homes.
•	 No opening of drawers, cabinets or closets or handling of any 

household furnishings.
•	 Do not use the restrooms in the Tour homes.  Restrooms are available 

at the Oswego Heritage House.

4. How many people will be going through my home?
We limit ticket sales to 300.

5. How are my belongings secure during the tour?
We have docents placed generously throughout the house to ensure that 
your belongings are secure and that tour goers are not going into off limit 
areas or rooms designated by the homeowner. 

6. What kind of demands will be placed on me if my home is on 
the tour?
We strive to limit the amount of time we ask of the homeowner. Prior 
to the tour we ask for access to the home to do a walk through for our 
booklet and for the florist to assess the amount of arrangements needed. 
There will also be a photographer that will coordinate a time to come and 
take pictures of the outside of the home for publicity. 

7. Why should I volunteer my home?
If you own a historic home it indicates that you are proud of owning a 
piece of history and this is a great opportunity to share that history with 
the community. 
You would also be assisting OHC in achieving its mission of preserving the 
history and culture of Lake Oswego by fostering appreciation for its built 
heritage. Proceeds from this tour help fund the activities of OHC which 
include maintaining the Heritage House on 10th and A Avenue, exhibits 
interpreting Oswego history, youth programs, the First Wednesday Series, 
and other special projects.
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For additional questions or information contact oswegoheritage@yahoo.com or 503.869.2626.


