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From left: Judy Hathaway, Home tour director, 
Nancy Niland, OHC’s new Executive Direc-
tor, Bonnie Trumbull, Second Vice-President, 
Candee Clark Jones, President.

Lake Oswego Farmers Market 
Saturday, September 10th 
 Millennium Plaza Park
200 First Street
8:30am-1:30pm
Come visit our booth at the 
Lake Oswego Farmers Market! 
We will have pinwheels & delicious 
cookies!!

Find us on Facebook 
“Oswego Heritage”
Be sure check in for updates
and photos. We look forward
to seeing you there!

Ladies and Gentlemen/Members of OHC:

It is with great pleasure that I report Oswego 
Heritage Council’s first half of 2016 has been 
a terrific success. Oswego Heritage Council 
(“OHC”) continues to maintain, improve and 
enhance the Heritage House and Museum’s 
landmark building and grounds as a viable 
and ongoing historical asset for public 
benefit. It is OHC’s mission to help preserve 
the abundant heritage of our Lake Oswego 
community.

OHC’s annual Historic Home Tour was 
once again May’s highlight. We had a record 
number of volunteers who helped make our 
home tour the huge success it was. Thank you 
to all who volunteered their time, wonderful 
ideas, and effort for this popular event.  And 
thank you to all who attended our Historic 

Home Tour to view the beautiful, historic and 
attractive homes on our Tour. We hope to see 
you next year too.

Did you know that Oswego Heritage Council 
offers a monthly historic lecture series on 
a wide variety of interesting topics? First 
Wednesday historic lecture series has taken 
a hiatus for the summer, but is pleased to 
invite you to attend our 2016-2017 Season 
opener on September 7, 2016. Our presenter 
on September 7th will be Michael McCloskey 
who has written a fascinating book entitled 
“Oregon: A State that Stands Out”. First 
Wednesday lectures begin at 7pm and end at 
8pm on six First Wednesdays of every year.  
Check our website for presentation details 
and join us at the Oswego Heritage House.

Thank you for your support and particip-
ation in OHC’s popular event, the Classic 
Car and Boat Show. A tremendous success, 
the 17th annual event took place on August 
28th in George Rogers Park, Foothills 
Park, and Lakewood Bay. The number of 
beautiful classic cars and wooden boats this 
year exceeded our previous number and 
participation was outstanding. Lucky winners 
took home amazing raffle baskets and 
enjoyed vendors food and beverages. Thanks 
to all visitors, exhibitors, volunteers, vendors 
and sponsors who made this a fun, exciting 
and successful community event. We look 
forward to seeing you again next year!

Oswego Heritage Council is remodeling
(Continued p. 2)



Background Photo: Visitors along the Willamette 
River at George Rogers Park. Photo courtesy of the 
Lake Oswego Library.

(Continued) our exhibit room into a new and exciting 
museum which will share the rich history of Lake Oswego 
as a permanent exhibit with our community. In addition, 
the Oswego Heritage Museum will have a rotating exhibit 
which coordinates with our exciting events throughout the 
year. Our relationships with numerous other historical or-
ganizations will aid us in obtaining historical artifacts and 
information for our museum. We look forward to seeing 
at our grand opening later this Fall.

Oswego Heritage Council wishes to thank the Margaret B. 
Oliver Trust for its significant gift to OHC. This generous 
gift will allow us to continue to build upon the foundation 
of Oswego Heritage Council, to strengthen the quality of 
your experiences when you visit the Heritage House, our 
historic rose garden and grounds, and our new museum.  
We encourage those of you who might have an interest in 
helping OHC preserve our community’s heritage to also 
make Oswego Heritage Council a part of your will, or 
simply donate to us.

Thank you for being a member of Oswego Heritage Coun-
cil and for your part in helping us preserve and share our 
local history.  We are always looking for volunteers for our 
various events throughout the year, and will be sending 
out a call for docents at our new museum once it opens.  
We hope you might have an interest and will become even 
more involved.  Your thoughts and comments are always 
welcome at Oswego Heritage Council.

Thank you, Candee Jones, President

Our friend Virginia Campbell

We remember Virginia for her vision and professional 
contributions to heritage, including OHC; as well as her 
leadership and extraordinary dedication to the arts and 
community cultural organizations. She served our com-
munity for 65 years and leaves a legacy of civic commit-
ment that will endure for generations to come. 
 

                                                                                                                                         

“I have always been interested in history. Recently, I 
learned that one of my great great grandparents came over 
on the Oregon Trail, and settled in the Willamette Valley 

 

with a Donation Land Claim.” 

Tom serves as OHC’s First -Vice President, and in addi-
tion is chairman of our new permanent museum exhibit 
on Lake Oswego history. 

A Native Oregonian, he grew up in Lake Oswego. His
parents built their home and horse barn in the Uplands 
Neighborhood in 1946. Tom’s dad was a founding mem-
ber of the Oswego Hunt Club and his mom was active in 
Oswego garden clubs and Christ Episcopal Church.  

Tom graduated Lake Oswego High School in 1965. He 
completed a BA in history from Oregon State University 
- 1969, MA in history from University of New Mexico – 
1971 and completed Post Masters graduate work in history 
of the American West and the environmental movement 
in the West at UNM.

“My working career centered around state and local gov-
ernment policy and administration. For the last 27 years 
I served as Association Director and lobbyist for Oregon 
Municipal Electric Utilities Association.” 

“I am currently retired, I enjoy gardening and fly fishing. 
I very much enjoy serving as a board member with Os-
wego Heritage Council and having the opportunity to help 
preserve the history and culture of our community.” 

Conversations With Our Directors

recorded day to day life of our precious town from 1888 
to 1967 in an unrestricted extemporaneous manner.

The collection holds the candid, rich correspondence 
from her large extended family, her mother, her hus-
band, her son Donald, her sister Cora, her aunts Della 
Carmen, “Etta” Carmen, and voluminous letters from 
a dozen cousins and friends. Most of the letters are 
mundane Oswego daily life news, apologies for missing 
events due to sickness, details of celebrations, grange 
dances, reports of farming or livestock news, weather 
diaries, birth and death notices, pleas for visits, progress 
of babies and children, shopping lists, local town news, 
and hundreds of receipts for all manner of transactions. 

There are several photographs, most of which are not 
labeled, requiring some sleuthing forensics to identify 
the people and places in the photo.

Curation is very much like panning for gold. You scoop 
up a pile, swish it around 
and occasionally find rich 
nuggets, sometimes joyful, 
some times heartbreak-
ing. The outside world did 
occasionally intrude. One 
batch of letters, bound 
with a green disintegrating 
rubber band was labeled: 
“Sargent Guy S. Rathbun. 
He is Clara’s dearest cous-
in, Della Carmen’s son.”

Snippets from the Series:
Camp Lewis Dec. 16th, 
1917, “Dear cousin Clara: 
We are in quarantine now 
for the measles. I don’t 
know how long it will last 
but I hope we will get out 
by Christmas.....We have 
bee (been) on the rifle 
range for a week.....I’m not a private anymore after this 
you can address me as Sergeant GSR, isn’t that great.....
Guy.” 
(continued on p. 4)

     Preserving Cultural History 
President’s letter... The Archives...By Mark C. Browne  Tom O’Connor First Vice President

Tom O’Connor and his wife Lisa visiting Slovenia

Our neighbor, Clara 
Meyer was a 3rd generation 
pioneer, granddaughter of 
Waters Carmen and Lu-
cretia Allyn Gurney. Born 
Jan. 31st 1879 along with 
her dear twin sister Cora to 
Richard Wilmot and Mary 
Lucretia Carmen. Her 
next door neighbors were 
Kruses, Bryants, Knaus, 
Carmens, Haines, and 
Prossers.

Two months ago, I de-
scended into the depths 
of the Oswego Heritage 
House, grabbed a milk 
crate labeled “Priority” 
went upstairs, and plopped
the crate on a desk, and 
began a journey. 

The box, labeled “Meyer Family”, was the repository of the 
rather remarkable lives of ordinary folks living extraor-
dinary lives. Hundreds of letters, dozens of photographs, 
artifacts, newspaper clippings, bits, pieces, odds and ends, 
scraps, the detritus of 4 generations of Meyers, Wilmots, 
and Carmens. 
It was apparent that it encapsulated the rich history of Lake 
Oswego from 1849 to 1997.

These were just random unfamiliar names to me at the 
time. In order to understand the context and references, I 
had to know the relationships of the correspondents. I went 
home cranked up Ancestry, and drew up a rather detailed 
family chart of the 4 generations represented in the collec-
tion, came back and started into the pile, armed with a tool 
to keep the correspondents, the cast of characters, in order. 
I put my white document gloves on grabbed the first letter 
and opened it. 

Most of the collection is the life’s work of Clara Meyer. This 
remarkable woman kept letters her entire life, wrote letters                                                                                                  
weekly, sometimes daily, and like all great diarists she 

Unknown Man. Meyer family 
album; page caption: April. 1910. 
Appears to be taken at the same 
studio as photo below right. Photos 
courtesy of Lake Oswego Library. 

Mounted in the Meyer fam-
ily album; page caption: Sep. 
1911. Mrs. Mary L. Wilmot, 
Oswego, Ore. [signed]: Guy.
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(Continued)..
Camp Lewis Feb. 4, 1918
“Dear Cousin Clara
“Received your letter and also the sweater and it is just fine 
couldn’t be better.....We understand thre (there) has been 
some stories going around ....about us not having sufficient 
clothes and there is lots of people dying in our camps.....
Your cousin Guy.”

Camp Lewis Jan. 29, 1918
“Dear Cousin Clara
I am still here, have been quarentined (quarantined) for the 
measles for sometime....I have been through the chlorine 
gas room once with it, didn’t bother me atall, you know the 
chlorine gas is one of the deadly kind.....I have finished a 
course in the grenade school, it took about six weeks...Tell 
everybody hello for me, and I may see them all soon.”

Oswego Or, Sept 5. 1918
Letter from Clara to cousin Guy
Three pages of Oswego and family news. Fourth page...
“well if this does reach and you feel inclined to answer, 
there will be a very much pleased & proud cousin over in 
Oregon to hear from you. With the best of wishes I am 
your coz Clara Meyer.” 
The letter was returned unopened marked in stamped blue 
letters “DECEASED verified STATISTICAL DIVISION 
AED.

Sargent Guy Rathbun was killed on September 28th 1918 
two days after arrival at the Meuse-Argonne trench line.
He lies at rest at Romange-sous-Montfaucon in the Meuse- 
Argonne American Cemetery. He was the first to die in the 
US Army 361 Infantry Regiment, 91st Infantry Division. 

His mother, Della Carmen, never fully recovered from his 
death, and his beloved Aunt Clara carried his loss heavily 
in her heart for the rest of her life.

Clara lived her final years on a small farm off of Atwater 
Lane. Her son Donald sold it, upon his death, to Lake Os-
wego in 1991 to establish the Woodmont Natural area.

I have just started this journey. It is an honor to preserve, 
protect and catalogue her thoughts for future generations.

Inspired by the history of Dr. 
William Cain and J. B. Pilk-
ington Nursery, the idea to 
re-establish an historic garden 
on the grounds of the Oswego 
Heritage House seemed apro-
pos considering that there once 
was a large rose  garden sur-           

rounded by a circular drive at the time Dr. Cain occupied 
the house during the 40’s and 50’s.

The idea of re-creating a rose garden that would replicate 
some of the same roses Dr. Cain might have purchased 
from JB Pilkington & Son Nursery motivated me to re-
search the historical significance of roses and their names, 
their origins, and history of the growers and breeders. My 
research discovered other interesting historcial plants, 
some included some in the garden as well.

While I can’t confirm one hundred percent that all of the 
roses are ones Dr. Cain might have purchased from JB 
Pilkington & Son Nursery, I’m fairly certain many are 
given this statement in the Lake Oswego Review by Esther 
Pilkington, wife and co-owner with her husband Clarke of 
JB Pilkington & son Nursery, “Ninety percent of the trees, 
shrubs, and roses planted in the old part of Lake Oswego 
came from our nursery. We were one of the largest nurser-
ies in the area at the time.”

JB Pilkington & Son Nursery started in the late 1800’s as 
a fruit tree farm then branched out selling ornamentals 
and roses. Located on 400 acres between Childs Rd and 
Boones Ferry –  hence Pilkington Road – west to Bridge-
port Village, the nursery originally was owned by Pilk-
ington’s father, a practicing eye and ear doctor. In 1887, 
at only 16, John B. Pilkington, Jr. took over the farm and 
established an official nursery business which operated for 
70 years. JB Pilkington’s son Clarke, and Esther, took over 
the business in 1939 when ‘Dad” passed away.

What You Can Expect To See In Our Garden
The Oswego House accquired Harison’s Yellow, a rose 
created by George Folliot Harison in the 1830’s in his New 
York garden. Nurseryman William Prince took cuttings of 
the rose and sold them. Many New Yorkers who were

venturing west brought starts with them across the prairie 
in covered wagons. This is not a rose sold by Pilkington 
and probably not one Cain would have grown, but its his-
torical significance is such that I wanted to include it. Note 
the spelling of Harison has only one ‘R’ and one ‘S’.

In the middle of the garden west of the path stands the 
Mary Charlotte Foster Lilac named for the pioneer wife 
of Philip Foster, whose farm is located on four hundred 
acres in Eagle Creek. Mary Charlotte brought starts of the 
original lilac, healed in wooden tubs, with her on a sailing 
ship around Cape Horn. The Foster family travelled for 
seven months around the Cape headed for Hawaii then to 
Fort Vancouver and eventually Oregon City. All the while 
All the while Mary Charlotte tended to her “tubs”. When 
Phillip and Mary Charlotte built their house, a lilac start 
was planted close by. Today that lilac start is 100 feet tall 
and over 170 years old.  
   
Of course, our historic rose garden wouldn’t be complete  

without the ‘Peace’ rose or ‘Cecile Brunner.’ Cecile Brun-
ner was grown in France by Ma-rie Ducher and intro-
duced by her son-in-law Jospeh Pernet-Ducher in 1881. 
Many roses of the 30’s and 40’s were bred and grown by 
the French and date back to the late 1800’s.  Cecile Brun-
ner is a very popular rose because of its shrub like growth 
and disease-resistance. It is one that Pilkington offered (as 
evidenced by his catalogue) and Dr. Cain probably would 
have grown it.

The ‘Peace’ rose is another one Pilkington offered that 
Dr. Cain probably grew. It was introduced by the French 
breeder Francis Meilland. The unnamed rose was intro-

The Archives...by Mark C. Browne

Bloom and Grow...                         Bloom and Grow...Forever
By Nancy Dunis

duced to friends and professional rose growers who 
gave it an enthusiastic ‘thumbs up’, but three months 
later Hitler invaded France and, with the nursery under 
threat of destruction, three parcels of budwood quickly 
were sent out of France, one of which was smuggled in 
to the United States.                              Mary C. Foster   
                                                                Courtesy Phillip Foster Farm
The Meilland family had no idea 
whether any of the budwood 
had survived. In the US their 
agent planted the rose in his 
own trial beds and gave it to 
other rose growers for test-
ing in all the climate zones 
throughout the United States. 
The rose did so well that it 
was decided to release it here 
in the US. Although the war 
was still raging in Europe, 
the launch date was set for 29 April 1945, in Pasadena, 
California. In naming the rose, this simple statement 
was read: “We are persuaded that this greatest new rose 
of our time should be named for the world’s greatest 
desire: ‘PEACE’.”

Back in France, the rose had been named ‘Madame 
Antoine Meilland’ in memory of Claudia Dubreuil, 
the wife of Antoine Meilland and mother of Francis. 
She had been the heart of the Meilland family and died 
tragically at a young age of cancer. At the same time, 
news coming back from Germany and Italy where 
other budwood had been sent, revealed that in Italy the 
rose was called ‘Gioia’ (Joy) and in Germany, ‘Gloria 
Dei’ (Glory of God). For the family, all the names cap-
tured the qualities that they loved in Claudia.

Stop and Smell The Roses. 

We hope you will visit the Oswego Heritage House 
Historic Rose Garden and take our walking tour. Hope-
fully the walking tour and our accompanying brochure 
will give you an up-close and personal experience with 
a bit of Lake Oswego history as well as introduce you to 
a few historic roses Dr. Cain might have grown that he 
probably purchased from JB Pilkington & Son Nursery.

Photo top left: ‘Cecile Brunner’, or ‘Peace Rose’

“Harison’s Yellow”
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Donation Pledge
OHC Lake Oswego
History Exhibit

Name______________

Phone______________

Address_____________

City________________

State_______________

Zip________________

Email______________

Pledge 
Amount_________

OHC News

•  Meet Our New Exectutive Director!   
   Nancy Niland has lived in Lake Oswego for 11 years. 
   She is currently the president of the Friends of Lake 
   Oswego Public Library and has worked extensively 
   with the Lakewood Center for the Arts and the Lake 
   Oswego Public Library.  The doors are open at the 
   Oswego Heritage House Monday through Friday 10-3.

•  OHC is busy working on a project that will result in a 
   permanent exhibit on Lake Oswego history and a 
   community resource center at the Heritage House. 
   Our goal is to become a place where community 
   Members and visitors can go to learn more about the
   heritage sites in the area and how best to explore the 
   area’s history. See the included information for ren-
   derings and how to be a sponsor of the exhibit.

•  OHC would like to congratulate The Lake Oswego 
    Preservation Society, Restore Oregon & all who 
    worked toward the recent Oregon Supreme Court
    decision on behalf of historic preservation. We 
    were pleased to contribute $3000 for this effort.

•  We have been making some changes around the
   Heritage House and grounds, we wanted to thank
   following for  their generous donations towards 
   our maintenance: Chuck Maloney for the ceiling 
   work, ProGrass for maintaining our landscape and
   Miller Paint for providing the paint for our ceilings
   and walls.

•   A benefit of membership is the ability to rent the
    Heritage House for your special events or com-
    pany events. Keep the Heritage House in mind 
    when planning your next event!

            2016 OHC Collector Car & Boat Show      

Photographers top left: 1. Jim Trumbull, Eric Fifer, D. Bober.  2. Craig Dennis, Roger Rollins, Roger Rollins, 3. Eric Fifer, Ellen Quale, Clay 
Lucas, 4. Eric Fifer, Bob Lucas, Craig Dennis. 5. Ellen Quale, Bob Lucas, Eric Fifer, 6. Clay Lucas, Sam Shatsky, last 3 on right.


