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Oswego
Heritage
Journal

Nancy Headlee

Editor

The Oswego

Heritage Council

has been established

to promote the

preservation of 

the community’s 

legacy of historically 

significant buildings, 

sites, natural charm

and recorded  

materials and to 

cooperate with 

other organizations

working toward

similar goals. 

. 

continued on page 2                          

WILLIAM HAWKINS 

FEATURED SPEAKER AT 

ANNUAL MEETING

On Saturday February 9 the Oswego Heritage 

Council will hold its annual meeting in 

the Oswego Heritage House at 398 Tenth 

Street.  The highlight of the meeting will be 

an illustrated lecture by William J. Hawkins, 

III, FAIA one of the foremost preservation 

architects of Oregon.  

Hawkins will speak about his book 

Classic Houses of Portland, Oregon: 1850-1950, a 

lavishly illustrated study of the architectural 

heritage embodied in Portland’s private 

residences.  Twenty-two of the 300 houses 

featured in the book are in Lake Oswego and 

Dunthorpe.  Hawkins’ earlier book, The Grand 

Era of Cast-Iron Architecture in Portland, received 

the Rounce & Coffin Award.  This book 

also holds special interest for Lake Oswego 

residents because of the role the Oswego Iron 

Furnace played in providing iron for those cast 

iron building fronts. 

William Hawkins is a native of 

Portland where he has been a practicing 

architect for over thirty years.  He graduated 

from Reed College and the Yale University 

School of Architecture.   He was the founder of 

the Portland Friends of Cast-Iron Architecture 

and the moving force in saving many of the 

iconic buildings in Portland’s Old Town. 

Hawkins has received numerous awards for 

his preservation work, among them the AIA 

Award of Merit for the Oliphant Residence 

and nine awards of merit from the Portland 

Historic Landmarks Commission.  In 1990 he 

was elected to the College of Fellows of the 

American Institute of Architects.  

His civic activities include serving 

on the boards of the Pittock Mansion Society, 

the Old Church Society, the Portland Historic 

Landmarks Commission, the Preservation 

League of Oregon, the Bosco Milligan 

Foundation, and the Portland Parks Board to 

name a few.



 In the Preface to Classic Houses Hawkins writes, 

“During its first one hundred years, the city of Portland left 

an extraordinary collection of highly refined, architecturally 

designed homes .”  But he notes that the tradition of architect-

designed homes has all but disappeared.  He ends his Preface 

with an appeal to cherish the most ancient and visible measure 

of civilization -- our architecture.   “If greater appreciation of 

our best can be nurtured, perhaps the best of our past will 

survive and inspire a future sense of quality in design, giving 

dimension and depth to our experience.”                  Susanna Kuo

MEETING AGENDA

9:30 - 10:30 Light Brunch/Social Hour

10:30 - 11:00 Business Meeting

11:00 - Featured Speaker, William J. Hawkins III 

(Book signing following talk) 

11:45 -12:00 - Year end review

THE BOARD WISHES TO THANK 
OUR SPONSORS

COLLECTOR CAR AND WOODEN 

BOAT SHOW
Major Benefactor:
Mercedes Benz of Portland
Mercedes Benz of Wilsonville
Don Rasmussen Company
 
Premier Sponsor:
The Bank of Oswego
 
Special Sponsors:
The Fabulous Headlee Girls
Roberta Pierce
Lake Oswego Corporation
 
Classic Sponsors:
Les Schwab Tire Center of Lake Oswego
Vic’s Auto Center
Christopher Robinson
Coldwell Banker/Barbara Sue Seal 
Properties
Oswego Luxury, LTD
Pete Stidd
 
Distinguished Sponsors
Lake Oswego Lions Club
Jon & Kristi Harnish
Ron Erickson/Coldwell Banker
Mark’s Service
Dale Rhoney
Jennings Insurance
Trista Nelson/Windermere
Bonhams and Butterfield, Auctioneers
Lake Oswego Jewelers
 
Marque Sponsors
Malcolm Mathes
Tom Domian/Edward Jones Investments
Mark Birge/Aldrich, Kilbride and Tatone
Rainbow Mortgage, LLC
Steve, Linda and Gabe Dietz
Robert H. Woolf, DDS,PC
Bill and Barbara Warner

Dave and Pam Berentson
George and Mary Benson
Ed and Phyllis Miska
Phil and Lorraine Engstrom
Glazer and Associates, PC
Buckley & LeChevallier, PC
John and Diane Bradshaw
Alice Schlenker
Bankers Investment Services
Chris Schetky
John Baines
Grimm’s Service
Brooke Myers
Richard and Dianne Santee
West Coat Bank
 
Special Thanks to:
Chili Pepper Signs
Ribbon Specialties
Albertsons
Lazerquick
Laidlaw Education Services
Downtown Lake Oswego Business 
Association
Lake Oswego Chamber of Commerce
Moonstruck Chocolates
Teresa Bernhard State Farm Insurance
Scott M. Edwards State Farm Insurance

HISTORIC HOME TOUR
Major Sponsor:
Windermere/Cronin & Caplan Realty 
Group, Inc.

Additional Sponsors:
City of lake oswego
Umpqua Bank
Lake Oswego Review
Buckley LeChevallier, P.C.
Organizers Northwest
Lakeside Airport Service
Clayton Scott

FIRST WEDNESDAYS
Bernard C. Chocolaterie
Peet’s Coffee and Tea

PLAQUE DEDICATION

Starbucks

Chuck’s Coffee and Cookies
City of Lake Oswego Department of Parks 
and Recreation
Lake Oswego Fire Department
Lake  Oswego Police Department
Zeppo’s Restaurant
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Front row  Left to right Nancy Headlee, Phyllis Miska, Ed Miska, Lynn Hennagin, Trista Nelson, 
Alice Schlenker, Herald Campbell, Susanna Kuo, Henry Germond, Bill Warner
Back Row Left to right  George Benson, Marylou Colver, Phil Engstrom, Pete Stidd, Rob LeChevallier, 
Dave Berentson, Richard Santee



3

Oswego 
Heritage 
Journal

A publication of Oswego Heritage 
Council Inc., PO Box 1041, 

Lake Oswego, OR 97034

w w w. o s w e go h e r i t a g e . o r g

OSWEGO HERIT AGE COUNCIL
398 Tenth Street, Lake Oswego

503-635-6373

Founded in 1970 by Mary Goodall

Nancy Headlee, Executive Director

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

E M E R I T I

C. Herald Campbell
Phyllis Miska

Walter A. Durham
Walt Walling

Published: Quarterly
Oswego Heritage Council

is a non-profit corporation
per United States

Internal Revenue Tax Code.

Officers:

Alice Schlenker, President
Richard Santee, 1st Vice President

Steve Dietz, 2nd Vice President
Phil Engstrom, Secretary

Ed Miska, Treasurer
 

2008

Lynn Hennagin
Susanna Kuo
Trista Nelson

Karen Lytle Blaha 

2009

Bill Warner
Robert LeChevallier

John Turchi
Dave Berentson

2010

Pete Stidd
Marylou Colver
George Benson

Henry Germond
 

    

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT

          

Thinking over all that has happened 

with the Oswego Heritage Council in 

2007, there were many highlights I 

want to make note of  beginning with 

our Annual Meeting in February. Gerry 

Frank, a fourth generation Oregonian 

with deep roots in Oregon’s civic, 

political and mercantile history was 

our featured speaker. His presentation 

was lively and entertaining as he shared 

stories about the beginning of the Meier 

and Frank department stores along with 

other fascinating stories of the past.

 Another highlight had to be 

the First Annual Historic Home Tour 

held in May. Six local historic homes 

were on the tour. Our board member 

and committee chair, Marylou Colver, 

along with the whole Historic Home 

Tour Committee, did an outstanding 

job, giving their attention to every 

detail. Both homeowners and attendees 

had only good things to say about how 

that event was carried out. We hope to 

continue the Historic Home Tour in 

2008 and keep the public aware of the 

need to preserve historic homes for the 

many generations to come.

 Our 8th Annual Collector Car 

Show in August added a Wooden Boat 

component and that too proved to be 

a huge success. More people than ever 

attended the Collector Car Show at 

George Rogers Park and then walked 

or took the free shuttle to the Lake 

Corporation boat docks behind the 

U.S. Bank. There they could view the 

30 some wooden boats moored in the 

water or on trailers in the parking lot. 

 We couldn’t hold these events 

without the generous support of our 

sponsors. The many businesses and 

individuals that contributed money, 

goods, and time to make our events such 

huge successes are to be commended. 

Please look for their names on the 

sponsor page in this issue.

 I am lucky to have the 

dedication and talents of a strong board 

of directors. It would be hard to keep 

up with the variety of tasks and events 

without their help. But most of all I want 

to thank our members. We are fortunate 

to have a membership that  believes in 

our mission by renewing each year 

so we can continue to do our work in 

preserving, promoting and educating 

others on the history of this town. 

THANK YOU. We have also acquired a 

good number of new members this year 

so our organization is growing. 

 Now on to 2008. I see lots of 

exciting times ahead as the Oswego 

Heritage Council enters the New Year 

with optimism and a renewed sense 

of purpose. I hope you will continue to 

join us in promoting the importance 

of preserving our heritage. One of our 

goals this year will be to concentrate 

on helping the City of Lake Oswego 

raise funds to restore the historic iron 

furnace in George Rogers Park. Stay 

tuned for more information in future 

issues of our newsletter to find out 

how you can help us spearhead this 

important phase of this project.

Nancy Headlee, Executive Director



OSWEGO HER I TAGE COUNCI L MEMBERSHIP
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Lifetime $1,000 
Don Atchison
George Bergeron
Jerry and Pam Carlson
Marylou Colver
William and Elizabeth Headlee
James and Kathleen Holmes
Steve and Kasey Holwerda
Nick and Joan Johnson
Gary and Becky Mimnaugh
Ed and Phyllis Miska
Bill Oyala
Roberta Pierce
Julie Snowden
John and Gwen Stirek
Mary Ann Swinford
William and Barbara Warner

Pioneers $250
C. Herald and Virginia Campbell
Jamie Ellgen
Jon and Kristi Harnish
Candace Jennings and Gil 
Rodgriguez
Jim Mendenhall
Leslie Smith
Richard Snowden
John Stirek, Jr.
Bill and June Tagmyer
Dave and Julie Wall

Benefactors $100
John and Joanne Bastian
Burton and Judith Beahm
George and Mary Benson
David and Pam Berentson
John and Diane Bradshaw
John and Martha Bryan
Herb and Ellen Bumgarner
Helen E. Burrows
David and Kathy Bussman
John and Marlis Carson
Ralph Clevenger and Mary Jane 
Headlee
Charles and Candace Collins
Bob and Marty Cooksey
Dave and Debbie Craig
Walter and Elizabeth Durham, Jr.
Barnes and Molly Ellis
Ron and Linda Erickson
Robert and Mignon Ervin
Elizabeth Gage
Beth Gerber
Henry and Norma Jean Germond IV
Tom and Jean Haley
Scott and Lee Havens
Nancy Headlee

Susan Headlee and Bill Biggs
Karl and Helga Hoffmann
Ken and Susan Hornung
Grant and Norma Jean Jennings
Vic and Earlene Keeler
Jon and Linda Kerl
James and Joanie Kruse
Sally LaMoureux
John Lundeen
Roger and Maggie Martin
Tim Mather/MCM Construction, Inc.
Malcolm and Linda Mathes
Ron and Cindy Maulsby
Dick and Nancy Mitchell
Paul and Mary Lee Murphy
Brooke Myers
David and Anne Myers
John and Trista Nelson
Chuck and Andi O’Leary
Marilyn and Bob Pamplin, Jr.
John Peterson
Ann Pierce
John Pinson
Donald and Sharon Plumb
Craig Prosser
James E. Rathbun
Richard and Dianne Santee
Chris and Steve Schetky
Curt and Kathy Sheinin
Frederick E. and Patricia E. Squire
Sharon Starr
Peter Stidd
Nick and Susan Stier
Robert and Bette Sturgis
Carl and Barbara Swett
Mr. and Mrs. William Swindells
John and Nancy Tongue
Drs. R. Bastian and Barbara Wagner
Walter and Patricia Walling
John Walsdorf
Cpt. Duane Wanker
Rick and Debbie Warner
Carol Winston/Accessories From the 
Heart
Gene and Janet Wizer
Dr. Robert and Gail Woolf
Karen Zumwalt

Patrons $50.00
Richard and Peggy Akerman
Margaret Anderson
Ellen Arntson
Bill and Donna Baily
Robert and Joanne Balkovic
Teresa Barnard/State Farm Insurance
Joseph and Colleen Bennett
John and Aase Besson, Jr.
Mark Birge and Tenley Webb

Laurel Boone
David and Patsy Britton
Adrianne Brockman
Robert and Linda Brown
Donald and Linda Burdick
Ken and Nancy Bush
Bernard Callebaut Chocolaterie
Douglas and Suzanne Chisholm
Paul and Norma Cutler
Richard and Betsy Deich
Richard and Mary Deich
Paul and Mickey Devore
Duane and Elizabeth Duke
Josephine Dwyer
Andrew Edwards
Philip and Lorraine Engstrom
Sherry and Matt Finnigan
Robert and Illona Foster
Yvonne and Fritz Fraunfelder
Joan and Bruce Freed
Ray and Betty Guenther
Gay Graham and Ron Hanson
Paul and Teri Graham/Grahams Book 
and Stationery
Pat Gustafson
Sharon and Emily Gustafson
Bobbie and Jim Hall
Kristi Halvorson and Steven Keppler
John and Judie Hammerstad
Craig and Linda Hannum
Brenda Hart
Ed and Joan Hart
Mike and Phyllis Harwood
Pam and Greg Hayden
Pat and Tricia Heffernan
Dan Heine/The Bank of Oswego
Mark Henry
Ruth Henry
Robert and Ceil Huntington
Bill and Becky Huntting
Sandra Jackson
Clarence and Adelle Jenike
Rocky and Luann Johnson
Laurie and Perry Jones
Robert and Pearl Jones
Peter and Gloria Jurney
John and Grace Keller
Larry and Penny Kemp
Judith Kenny
Doug and Judith Kiersey
Bonnie Jurney Klees
Doug and Debbie Klein
Marg and Jerry Koll
Bill and Ricky Korach
Rusty Kunz
Frank and Susanna Kuo
Larry and Deborah Lopardo
Gary and Elaine Lord
Jeff and Margaret Los

George Mackin
Ramzan Magomedov
Sue Mangiboyat and 
Virginia Patsheet
Mark McCuddy and Tracie Vogel
Gregory Meadors and Erin O’Rourke-
Meadors
Jim and Jacquie Meece
Peter and Joan Melrose
Leland and Barbara Miller
Randy and Gini Miller
Ginny Mullen and Phil Lindvig
Jim Neidhart
Carol Nordahl
Charles Oldham
Sara Perry
Jim and Sally Peters
Miriam Pitts
John and Ellen Pullen
Dr. Dale and Kay Rhoney
Lauren Ross/Key Bank
Bob Sack and  Corinna 
Campbell -Sack
Joan Eliot Sappington
Gary Schaub and Connie Tyson
Barbara Schlauch
Jim and Margot Schell
Audrey Slater
Bob Stewert and Karen Yee
Eleanor Suman
Dick and Lois Swearingen
Dr. John and June Tofte
Russell and Adrienne Tromley
Tualatin Historical Society
Mel and Emogene Waggoner
George and Patricia Wagner
John and Sarah Ward
Jerry Wheeler
David and Molly Whiteford
Margaret Wilson
Michael and H. Annie Winchester
Lynne Wintermute and Barry 
Dragoon

Sponsors $35.00
Tom Baker Family
James Bolland
Courtney Clements
Barton and Mary Mikel DeLacy
Steve and Linda Dietz
Rod and Suzy Downey
Carol Heiman
Jack and Mary Henry
Emma Lou Johnson
Brian and Donna Kagan
Nancy and Matthew Klinger
Bob & Shirley Kronquist
Richard and Barbara Lamberton



Edward Latourette
Robert and Denise LeChevallier
Vicci Martinazzi
Denyse McGriff
Bob and Marci Nemhauser
Warren and Peggy Oliver, Jr.
Larry and Marilyn Reiling
Betsy Reis/ Betsy’s Pet Sitting Service
Mark and Mia Shepard
Carole Strawn, SNJM
Madeleva Steffens
Rosie and Craig Stephens
Mitch and Beth Taylor
Allan and Judi Visnick
Marvin and Patricia Welch
Ralph and Lisa Wiser
Joe and Jan Worthington

Friends $25.00
Rhonda Allen
Joe and Linda Apodaca
Stan and Jackie Aschenbrenner
Paul and Joan Ash
Warren and Lynne Bacon
Martin Baker and Gretchen Dennison
Penni and Shane Bangs
Janet Banks
Lucille Beck
John Beau
Stephen and Patti Beckham
Dr. David and Leanne Bilstrom
Joe and Karen Blaha
Dan and Joy  Bohrer
Richard and Lynne Brady
Jack and Jean Brown
Liz Brown
Greg and Mary Brunette
Barbara Buckley
Calvin and Janice Burt
Ellyn Bye
Pat and Jan Byrne
Kurt and Deveny Bywaters
Bill Call
Sheila Carlson
Larry and Bonnie Cartwright
Pat and Donald Carver
Duke and Jan Castle
Len and Rosemary Chaffey
Rodger and Susan Chapel
Geoff and Rhonda Chew
Janice Cleary and Richard Bowles
Truman and Kristin Collins
Rick Cook
Geoff and Marcia Cooper
Rosemary Corrie
Jan Coulton
Joyce and Carroll Cox
Jan and Bob Crites
Courtney and John Cummings
Victor and Beryl Dahl
David C. and Darlene Davies
Martha Dean
Dean and Joan DeChaine
Honor Denney
Dee Denton
Sandy Desmond and George Reay
Nancy Dunis
Richard and Shirley Durham
Richard and Cheryl Ebers

Edward Edelbrock
Jennifer Ellgen and Asher Evans
Jean Eves
Kathryn Fagan
Ken and Shirley Faris
John and Veronica Ferenz
Ronald Foreman-Kinder
Katherine and Mark Frandsen
Jana Fussell
Brady and Virginia Gallagher
Betty Gallucci
Peter and Cyndie Glazer
Tom and Linda Goldsmith
Mildred Grant
Timm and Amy Grauel
Catherine and Kelly Gray
Helen Grigg
Anthony and Anne Gubanc
John and Julia Hall
Al and Judy Hall
Nancy and Doug Hamilton
Kasie Hansen
Karen Harris
Robert and Linda Haskins
Sharon and Doug Hawley
Roger and Lynn Hennagin
Janelle Hixson
Bob and Pat Hoberg
Stephanie and Robert Holmes
Sarah and Andrew Howell
Joanne Hughes
Jay and Joyce Hyde
Nancy Ingalls
Tim and Lorie James
Emery and Karen Jett
Murel Johnson
Stefan and Shirley Kapsch
Jeanne Keevil
Judy Kelley
Martha Kerr and Mert Meeker
Marcia Kies
Jerry and Nancy King
Bill and Sidney Klammer
Julie Klum
Sally Knauss
Nancy and Jim Kratochvil
Linda Lee
Sandi Sundquish Lesh
David and Ellen Ludwig
Janet Livesay
Patricia Lockard
Kenneth and Nancy Lomax
Jackie MacGregor
Brian and Barbara MacIntosh
John Marshall and Krista Hildebrand
Loyce Martinazzi and Norman Parker
Julia Mae Marx
Wana Maurer
Bonnie May and Marguerite Boehm
Roger May and Patti Sadowski
Stephen and Merrill McCarthy
Loeta McElwee
Emily and Paul McGuire
Jeannie McGuire
Ross & Glenda McLaughlin
Brian and Jill McNerney
Tony and Ellie McPeak
Mike and Molly Mikolaitis
Susan and Bill Miller
Martin and Lois Moll

Stephany and Gary Moody
Anne Moore
LaDonna Mosser
Beverly J. Muller
Molly and Tom Niebergall
John and Chris Normandin
John and Helen Oleyar
Doug and Barbara Oliphant
John and Bettie O’Malley
Mildred Pajunen and Betty Pajunen 
Taylor
Gary and Deborah Palaniuk
Allen and Sherry Ann Patterson
Richard and JoAnn Parsons
Jim and Barbara Perris
Thora Petrequin
Anita and Robert Platt III
WY Gene Pong  and Karen Kruse 
Pong
David and Patricia Pugh
Mary Puskas and Doug Schmitz
Jack and Jean Radow
Bruce Ramseyer and Rosemary 
Trierweiler
Mary Lu Rappleyrea
Philip and Sally Robinson
Karl Rohde
Roger and JoAnn Rollins
Philip and Olivia Rossi
John and Markie Runckel
Harold and Alice Schlenker
Bill and Callie Schlippert
Ross and Jan Scott
Tom Shewski
Chris and Christine Smith
Richard and Shirley Spooner
Reed and Jane Starnes
Adele and Devan Steinwinder
Lynn Steves
Candi Stott and Ruth Chancellor
Peter Stroud
Jim and Kathy Suiter
Peter and Patsy Sweet
Tom and Sandi Swinford
Frank and Hortense Sylvester
Al  and Benigna Tekorius
JT Tenneson and Annie Meckley
Carol Thomas
Wallace and Sharon Tjader
Tess Tumpane
Kay Vega
Jill and Brian VanderPloeg
Cherill Vencil and Malcolm Miller
David and Julie Verberg
R. Von Borstel and Kay Inaba
Mary Susan Waggoner
Mark Waller
Jewel Walters
Pete and Margaret Ward
Charlotte Warner
Ginny Watts
Gene and Diane Welborn
Jana Westlund
Bettirae and Howard Willis
Bob and Dona Wilson
Marie and Buck Winston
Jeanne Wing
Elizabeth Wood
Jerry and Linda Woods
Maggie Woodward

David and Linda Working
Grace Wygal
Leslie Zemenek
Joan Ziegler

Individuals $15.00
Eileen Cain
Richard Chapman
Marjorie Crew
Linda DeArmond
Vanne Didzun
Shenshen Dou
Geraldine Erickson
Arthur Griffith
Marjorie Hanna
Jim Henderson
Carole Higgins
Connie Hutson
Debra Iguchi
Doug Jost
Elaine Limbaugh
Linda Livermore
Loyce Martinazzi
Sarah McCarty
Peggy Morrison
Vera Marie Muno
Nancy Robinson
Howard Shipiro
John Skillern
Dorothy Stafford
Wendy Wright

Artist Members
Russ Koenig
Hazel Skaling Schlesinger
Nancy Tongue
Shawn Hickox
Wanda Kemper
Roger Long
Marianne Verleye
Jan Aungier
Elaine Hoffman
Victoria Russell
Barbara Vance
Deborah Marble
Sally B. Bailey
Linda Miller
Airi M. Foote
Millie Van Sickle
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“To know the road ahead, ask those coming back.” 

Chinese proverb  

Traffic moves in and out of Lake Oswego every day on the road 

that has had many names over its almost 150 year history.  

The story of Macadam Avenue dates back to the formation 

of the Portland 

Macadamized Road 

Company in 1862 

with A. B. Richardson 

as president, Henry 

Failing secretary, and 

W. S. Ladd treasurer 

of the Board of 

Directors. In 1864 the 

new toll road replaced 

a former wagon trail. 

The route connected 

Portland to the 

Taylors Ferry, which 

crossed the Willamette to Milwaukie. It was not a successful 

financial venture, but it continued to run at a deficit. 

 The interest of additional investors was sparked 

when an extension of the road to a wealthy residential 

neighborhood, later known as Riverwood, was proposed. 

Several of the new investors owned property in the area that 

would be served by the extended road. Mary Goodall in her 

history of Lake Oswego entitled Oregon’s Iron Dream relates 

that a stage operated between Portland and Lake Oswego in 

the late 1860s. The author notes “…it was a three-seated affair 

with storage space for hand baggage, and it made a daily trip. 

With the advent of the iron furnace, the stage stopped at the 

company store and post office on Ladd Street. By 1882 the 

stage stopped also at the Portland House, that imposing hotel 

on Furnace Street.” 

 In 1870 the Company finally made a profit from the 

road to Oswego. In the book All Over Oregon and Washington by 

continued on page 7

MACADAM AVENUE, WHITE HOUSE ROAD, HIGHWAY 99, PACIFIC HIGHWAY, 

HIGHWAY 43, STATE STREET

The Story of One Road
By Marylou Colver 

Frances Fuller Victor published in 1872, she notes, “There is a 

beautiful, short drive of macadamized road extending about 

six miles south of town [Portland], along the bank of the 

river, and terminating at the Milwaukie Ferry, or the ‘White 

House.’ In life histories compiled and transcribed by the staff 

of the Folklore Project of the Federal Writers’ Project for the 

U.S. Works Progress 

(later Work Projects) 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

(WPA) from 1936-

1940 J. J. Kadderly 

recalls, “The first 

macadam road 

in this part of the 

country was the 

stretch along the 

river, of what is now 

called the Riverside 

Drive. It was always 

called the Macadam 

Road in early days, and everybody with any kind of a harness 

horse went out there to speed it. Pretty speedy folks some 

of them were too, and maybe they’d finish up at a tavern or 

roadhouse known as the “White House,” at the end of the 

speedway, where there was a little track -- I think it was a 

quarter-mile. I wasn’t much interested in that sort of drivin’.” 

 Mary Goodall relates that “The stretch of macadam 

road leading from Fulton Park and the Riverview Cemetery 

was known to residents in the [18]80s and [18]90s as the 

‘White House Road’ because it led to a glamorous restaurant 

and saloon by that name. The dashing gentlemen of Portland 

who owned fast horses would drive them out to the race track, 

which covered part of the White House property at Riverwood. 

A wooden marker at each mile post gave the horsemen a 

measure when they were racing home.” A Multnomah County 

historical plaque marks where the White House once stood at 

the bottom end of Military Road. H.C. Leonard, for whom 

A photo of the White House including part of the race track. Lake Oswego Public Library.



Leonard Street in Old Town Lake Oswego was named, built the 

establishment in 1886. It was a popular spot for horse racing, 

trap shooting, gambling, drinking and other pursuits.  The 

plaque reads, “The notorious structure burned to the ground 

in 1904, but onlookers first rescued the wine and liquor 

stores.”

  Macadam was the first road of it’s kind in Oregon. 

John Loudon McAdam (1756-1836), a Scottish engineer, 

pioneered this type of road construction circa 1820. Three 

layers of angular hand-broken aggregate are laid on a 

crowned subgrade with side ditches for drainage. Each layer 

would be compacted with a heavy roller, causing the angular 

stones to lock together. The original construction was water-

bound macadam and roads constructed in this manner were 

described as “macadamized”. With the advent of motor 

vehicles, dust became a serious problem on macadam roads. 

The vacuum created under fast-moving vehicles would suck 

dust from the road surface, creating unpleasant dust clouds 

and a gradual disintegration of the road material. Spraying 

tar on the surface to create “tar-bound macadam” or “tarmac” 

later rectified the problem. Modern road construction’s use 

of granite or limestone chippings still recalls McAdam’s 

innovation. 

 Another milestone in the history of Macadam Avenue 

occurred in 1879 when Multnomah County paid the investors 

$5,000 for a portion of the road. Such an investment of public 

funds in an outlying road was unusual for its day. In 1910 

Macadam became Highway 99, also called Pacific Highway. 

In the 1930s, Highway 99 was moved across the river to 

McLoughlin Boulevard and Macadam became Highway 43, 

as it remains today. The uncoursed stonewall that still lines 

a section on the east side of Macadam most likely dates from 

the original road construction.  Macadam Avenue and the wall 

are listed in the Cultural Resources Inventory conducted by the 

City of Lake Oswego in 1989. 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE    

On Saturday, February 9, 2008, we will 

be holding our Annual Meeting at the 

Oswego Heritage House. You are invited 

to join us at 9:30AM for a light brunch 

before the meeting starts. 

 The Board of Directors, 

through their leadership this year, 

have emphasized our OHC mission in 

many ways. First by, “preserving our 

community’s legacy of historically 

significant buildings”  the board added 

to our special event programs in May the 

First Annual Historic Home Tour.  Led 

by board member Marylou Colver, and 

Trista Nelson, it was made possible, in 

part, by The Lake Oswego Windermere 

Real Estate Company, who came on 

board as a major sponsor.  Participants 

enjoyed seeing firsthand the heritage 

architecture and the unique qualities 

of our older historic homes in Lake 

Oswego.

 The inaugural event, the 2007 

Wooden Boat Show, chaired by Kristen 

Winn, was launched in cooperation 

with our Annual Collector Car Show, 

with board leadership provided by 

Steve Dietz and Richard Santee. Many 

thanks go out to Jim Tower, of the Dan 

Rasmussen Company, who increased 

his support for our event in order to 

combine the two.

 The board also took on the 

part of our mission that speaks to 

“promoting recorded materials”. This 

year the first two oral history recordings 

and transcription of those recordings 

were completed.  Chuck Schaefer, 

retired Lake Corporation Warden, was  

interviewed by board member, George 

Benson.  C. Herald Campbell, former 

mayor and his wife, Virginia, were 

interviewed by board member Henry  

and his wife Norma Jean Germond. 

A contributing donation from the 

Lake Oswego Rotary enabled board 

members, Karen Blaha, and Pete Stidd 

to purchase the technology necessary to 

make this project move forward.

 The Oswego Heritage Council 

wants to thank all the volunteers and 

community sponsors for their  support 

this year.  Our relationship with 

City Hall, the Library, and Chamber 

of Commerce, together with local 

businesses, has enabled us to fulfill our 

mission. 

Alice Schlenker, President
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Check issued by the Portland Macadamized Road Co.
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CALENDAR FOR 2008

FIRST WEDNESDAYS 

7:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.
Oswego Heritage House
398 Tenth St, Lake Oswego

Thursday, February 7, 2008:  Our Role and Impact in History 
Through Promoting Education Globally  
Presenters: Barry Childs, Sharon Starr, Lynne Wintermute 
and Dr. Mohammad Kharoti

Annual Meeting, Saturday, February 9, 2008
Oswego Heritage House 9:30 am - noon
Featured Speaker: William J. Hawkins III

March 5, 2008:  Tryon Creek Through the Ages Presenter: 
Stephanie Wagner

April 2, 2008:  What Style is My House?

Presenters: Jane A. Morrison and Peggy Moretti

May 7, 2008:  The Lake Oswego Hunt Club; A Piece of Lake 
Oswego History
Presenter: Adrienne Brockman

With the lecture, “Our Role and Impact in History Through 

Promoting Education Globally,” t he Oswego Herit age 

Council is partnering with the Oswego Library’s Oswego 

Reads Program,  featuring the book, “Three Cups of Tea.”  Our 

lecture will build on the theme of helping children  through 

providing educational opportunities. 

 Our presenters 

will consist of Barry 

Childs from Africa 

Bridge in Tanzania, 

Sharon Starr and Lynne 

Wintermute for Children 

of the Golden Triangle 

and Dr. Mohammad  

Kharoti, with the Green 

Village Schools, who is building a future in Afghanistan. 

These presenters are deeply committed to helping children get 

an education that will enable them to provide for themselves 

and their families.  Doors open at 6:30pm. 


